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SENATE BI LL 5127

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl - Wl | es, Bent on, Har gr ove, Roach, Prenti ce,
Thi baudeau, Stevens, Fraser and Kei ser

Read first tine 01/ 13/ 2005. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to services for victins of trafficking of humans;
adding a new section to chapter 7.68 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 43.330 RCW creating a new section; and decl ari ng an ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The Ilegislature recognizes that human
trafficking is growwng to epidemc proportions and that our state is
i npact ed. Human trafficking is one of the greatest threats to human
dignity. It is the commodification of human beings and an assault on
human val ues. Washi ngton is, and nust continue to be, a nationa
| eader at the state level in the fight against human trafficking.

The legislature recognizes there are many state agencies and
private organizations that mght be called on to provide services to
victinms of trafficking of humans. Victims of human trafficking are
often in need of services such as energency nedical attention, food and
shelter, vocational and English Ianguage training, nental health
counseling, and |egal support. The state intends to inprove the
response of state, local, and private entities to incidents of
trafficking of humans. Victins would be better served if there is an
est abl i shed, coordi nated system of identifying the needs of trafficking
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victins, protocols for training of service delivery agencies and staff,
tinmely and appropriate delivery of services, and better investigations
and prosecutions of trafficking.

Leadership in providing services to victins of trafficking of
humans al so extends beyond governnment efforts and is grounded in the
work of highly dedicated individuals and community-based groups.

Wthout these efforts the struggle against human trafficking wll be
very difficult to wn. The legislature, therefore, finds that such
efforts nerit regular public recognition and appreciation. Such

recognition and appreciation will encourage the efforts of all persons
to end human trafficking, and provide the public with information and
education about the necessity of its involvenent in this struggle.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 7.68 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By July 1, 2005, the director of the departnent of community,
trade, and econom c developnent, or the director's designee, shall
within existing resources convene and chair a work group to devel op
witten protocols for delivery of services to victins of trafficking of
humans. The director shall invite appropriate federal agencies to
consult with the work group for the purpose of devel oping protocols
that, to the extent possible, are in concert with federal statutes,
regul ations, and policies. In addition to the director of the
departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the follow ng
shall be nenbers of the work group: The secretary of the departnent of
heal th, the secretary of the departnment of social and health services,
the attorney general, the director of the departnent of |abor and
i ndustries, the conm ssioner of the enploynent security departnent, a
representative of the Washi ngton associ ati on of prosecuting attorneys,
the chief of the Washington state patrol, two nenbers selected by the
Washi ngt on associ ati on of sheriffs and police chiefs, and five nenbers,
selected by the director of the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent froma list submtted by public and private sector
organi zations that provide assistance to persons who are victinms of
trafficking. The attorney general, the chief of the WAshington state
patrol, and the secretaries or directors may designate a person to
serve in their place.

Menmbers of the work group shall serve w thout conpensation
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(2) The protocols nust neet all of the foll ow ng m ni num st andar ds:

(a) The protocols nust apply to the followi ng state agencies: The
departnment of comunity, trade, and economc developnent, the
departnent of health, the departnent of social and health services, the
attorney general's office, the Washington state patrol, the departnent
of | abor and industries, and the enploynent security departnent;

(b) The protocols mnust provide policies and procedures for
i nteragency coordinated operations and cooperation wth governnent

agenci es and nongover nnent al or gani zati ons, agenci es, and
jurisdictions, including law enforcenent agencies and prosecuting
attorneys;

(c) The protocols must include the establishment of a data base
el ectronically available to all affected agencies which contains the
nanme, address, and tel ephone nunbers of agencies that provide services
to victins of human trafficking;, and

(d) The protocols nust provide guidelines for providing for the
social service needs of victins of trafficking of humans, including
housi ng, health care, and enpl oynent.

(3) By January 1, 2006, the work group shall finalize the witten
protocols and submt them with a report to the legislature and the
gover nor.

(4) The protocols shall be reviewed on a biennial basis by the work
group to determ ne whether revisions are appropriate. The director of
the departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, or the
director's designee, shall wthin existing resources reconvene and
chair the work group for this purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.330 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) There is created an award to honor and recogni ze individuals
and groups, public or private, who have made noteworthy efforts to
fight human trafficking or to provide services to the victins of human
trafficking.

(2) The governor, in conjunction with the director, shall identify
and honor up to two individuals or groups, public or private, in
Washi ngton state who have made noteworthy efforts to fight human
trafficking or to provide services to the victins of human trafficking.
The award shall be given annually, comencing Septenber 2005,
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consistent with the availability of qualified nom nees. The director
shal | appoi nt a broad-based advisory commttee that includes community
advocacy and other organizations and agencies serving trafficking
victinms, immgrants, and others affected by trafficking.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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